A narrative CV


Shulamith Koenig. Born in Jerusalem, Married. Mother of 3 sons. 4 grandchildren

Profession/and volunteer primary fields of activities.
Educated as an Industrial Engineer and Management at Columbia University, New York.  

Developer of water saving and irrigation products; Labor judge on women labor relations; 

Secretary Israel-India Friendship League;  Member of Foreign Relations Committee of Achdut Avoda Labor Party. 

Elected chairperson of The Citizen's Rights Movement in Israel, and was nominated # 8 in the Knesset election list; 

Appointed member of the Prime Minister's –Rabin- National Committee on the Status of Women in Israel; 

One of the organizers of the “New Outlook” Washington, D.C. Israeli Palestinian Conference; 

Organized and administered the development of a curriculum for teaching civil liberties and human rights in Israeli High schools for Arab and Jewish Students; 

One of the founders of Peace Now; 

Organized the Israeli-Palestinian art exhibition "It's Possible." that toured the US, Japan and Germany; assisted in organizing legal actions to protest human rights violations in the occupied territories.

Since 1988, Founder and Executive Director of PDHRE, People's Movement  (Decade) for Human Rights Education, a non profit international organization, based in New York, for the purpose of reaching out to six billion women and men across the globe for them to know and claim their human rights as a birth right. The Board of Directors assembled by Ms. Koenig of PDHRE includes world-renowned educators, community organizers and human rights experts.(* See below the detailed objectives set and action taken by PDHRE under the leadership  of Shulamith Koenig.)

Initiated and spearheaded the call for a decade of human rights education, and embarked on a worldwide advocacy and implementation campaign: “human rights education and learning across all sectors of society “with the UN Human Rights Center, the UN Commission on Human Rights, and at the Vienna Human Rights Conference. These efforts resulted in the launching of the UN Decade for Human Right Education (1995-2005).

Promoted, facilitated, developed and organized learning and dialogue about the holistic vision of human rights as a way of life, at the grassroots level, as an economic, human and social development strategy and towards economic and social transformation with a gender perspective; 

Directly and indirectly organized and conducted consultation and workshops with educators, human rights advocates and community leaders in more then 60 countries in Asia, Africa, Central Europe, Latin America and the Middle East. Participated actively in all the UN Summits since 1993, held workshops and training about human rights education at each one of these international meetings and worked to include in the International Declarations and Plan of Actions the need of human rights education as an imperative for women’s and men’s participation in the decision that determine their lives. 

Initiated the creation and is facilitating the establishment by city dwellers and their elected authorities of Human Rights Cities, and by PDHRE regional offices the Regional Learning Institutions for Human Rights Education. This Human Rights City Program has been recently accepted as a three-year UNDP Global Program, which includes the development of a total f 30 human rights cities and the training of 500 young community leaders, which with UNDP national offices, PDHRE and its regional offices and national affiliates will implement. 

Edited and published numerous Human Rights resource packets, such as “Call for Justice”, community training manuals and workbooks, audio visual training materials about the human rights of women such as “Women hold up the Sky” -----learning about CEDAW-- and ”Passport to Dignity” comprehensive workbooks examining the Beijing Plan of action within a holistic human rights framework.

Organized workshop, training of trainers’ seminars and human rights education conferences worldwide. Lectured extensively in academic and UN institutions. As recent as the beginning of November, PDHRE held a, international symposium on the Information Society and Human Dignity and published a statement on “Human Rights and the Information Society” to be presented at the WSIS. Currently organizing a worldwide dialogue between women and men at all levels of society on “Transforming the Patriarchal System to a Human Rights System.”

Now, as more human rights cities are being developed around the world, plans are being discussed to establish with educators from around the world, an “International Learning Institute for Human Rights Education” These women and men will engage in” research; the development of pedagogies, methodologies;  culturally sensitive learning materials; and the training of thousands of facilitators who will work at the community level. These facilitators will join a new vocation: Human Rights Educators for Social and Economic Transformation” --for young people to learn to shape the political and social future of the world guided by the human rights framework and as a powerful tool for action.

Shula is also an award winning scupture.

Shulamith Koenig definition of a human rights educator:

 “A human rights educator is a person, a woman or a man, who is capable of evoking with the learners critical thinking and systemic analysis with a gender perspective about political, civil, economic, social and cultural concerns within a human rights framework that leads to action and towards social and economic transformation. “

* Objectives set and action taken by PDHRE under the leadership of Shulamith Koenig
· Identifying needs for education and learning in human rights and democracy in specific countries and regions, 

· Developing strategies for reaching various sectors of society with educational programs to strengthen civil society and democracy. 

· Sharing and evaluating human rights education methodologies and materials. 

· Developing processes for on-going activities and the sharing of information. 

· Facilitating the cooperation of educators, social justice groups, human rights experts, and the media to establish centers for human rights education, to reach all sectors of their society for the purpose of making education in human rights and democracy and on-going activity in all venues of learning. 

· Developing training of trainers manuals for diverse communities 

· Developing and enhancing the pedagogy of human rights education for social transformation in communities 

· Identifying causes vs. Symptoms

· Changing the patriarchal system to a human rights system 

· Promoting the holistic vision of human rights as a way of life and towards sustainable and human development.

